Outpatient parenteral antibiotic therapy. Management of serious infections. Part I: Medical, socioeconomic, and legal issues. Reimbursement.
Reimbursement for outpatient parenteral antibiotic therapy (OPAT), like that for all health care, is regulated by a multitude of private and public policies. Not all payers reimburse all aspects of OPAT, and with those that do, obtaining payment can be a daunting task. A key to prompt payment is the correct billing code. An overview of office-based, home-based, and hospital-based OPAT reimbursement is presented.